Recurrent chromosome alterations in transitional cell bladder carcinomas.
A karyotype study was performed in 42 cases of transitional cell bladder carcinoma. The results, confirmed by DNA content evaluation, showed a prevalence of near-diploid modes not related to the histologic grade of differentiation. Nonrandom alterations were represented by monosomy of chromosome 13 and 22, trisomy of chromosome 7 and deletion of chromosomes 6 and 11. These anomalies allow the identification of different sub-groups of tumors, each with its own biological characteristics of aggressiveness. Prognosis was particularly poor in cases with monosomy of chromosomes 13 and 22 but more favourable in poorly differentiated carcinomas with trisomy of chromosome 7.